The Fund for Southern Communities Is Honored Present the 2008 Torchbearer Award to Dr. Maya Angelou
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Dr. Maya Angelou is a true Torchbearer.  As an adult, Dr. Angelou traveled the world, settling for a while in Ghana, West Africa, where she began working with Malcolm X.  She returned America in 1964, with the intention of helping Malcolm X build his new Organization of African American Unity.  Shortly after her arrival in the United States, Malcolm X was assassinated, and his plans for a new organization died with him.  Dr. Angelou involved herself in television production and remained active in the Civil Rights Movement, working more closely with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who requested that Dr. Angelou serve as Northern Coordinator for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.  His assassination, falling on her birthday in 1968, left her devastated.  With the guidance of her friend, the novelist James Baldwin, she found solace in writing, and began work on the book that would launch her writing career.  This book tells the story of her life from her childhood in Arkansas to the birth of her child.  I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings was published in 1970 to widespread critical acclaim and popular success.

Dr. Angelou was appointed member of the American Revolution Bicentennial Council by President Gerald Ford, 1975-76.  She served on Jimmy Carter's Presidential Commission for International Women’s Year 1978-79.  In 1981, she was appointed a lifetime position at Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, N.C. as the first Reynold’s Professor of American Studies.  

With her artistic expression and talent always in the forefront, Dr. Angelou has recited original works of poetry at the Inauguration of President Bill Clinton in 1993, the United Nations’ 50th Anniversary Celebration in 1995, the Million Man March on D.C in 1995 and the Pageant of Peace, National Christmas Tree Ceremony at the White House in 2005.  Other recognition includes being nominated for a Pulitzer Prize, an Emmy and a Tony; and she has received three Grammy’s for her spoken word albums. 

In the true spirit of the Torchbearer Award, Dr. Angelou has taken a leadership position in promoting justice in a world that was not always welcoming the message.  She was willing to hold high the flame to shine the light for others to follow.  The Fund for Southern Communities is pleased to honor Dr. Maya Angelou for stepping up to carry the torch and shine that light of freedom.
