










FSC Strengthens Our Work through Partnerships

When Georgia Cares—Georgia Shares! 
Years ago, FSC helped found a new workplace giving federation, Georgia Shares. Georgia Shares consists of 36 non-
profit organizations deeply committed to social change for all Georgians. The initial investment of time and energy is 

now paying dividends, as Georgia Shares is becoming a moderate source of funds for FSC and the other members. If you work in 
Georgia and your employer has not expanded its giving program beyond the United Way, urge them to “Open Up” the campaign, to 
allow employees to donate to FSC, or any of the other members, through Georgia Shares. For more information, visit www.geor-
giashares.org or call the FSC staff at (404) 371-8404.
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CASH/CHECK/CHARGE: Use the enclosed envelope to 
make a gift of whatever amount that is meaningful for you. 

SPREAD THE WORD: Encourage someone from your 
personal network to consider making a donation to or applying 
for funding from the Fund if they are with an eligible organi-
zation.

WORKPLACE GIVING: If you work in GA, your work-
place may offer payroll deductions for charitable contributions, 
which means it can offer Georgia Shares as well (that’s the 
federation FSC belongs to). If it does, consider donating to 
FSC through Georgia Shares! If not, help us approach your 
employer about adding Georgia Shares to their list this year 
and get a lot of kudos at the next board meeting. 

PLEDGING OVER TIME: For your convenience, FSC of-
fers monthly or quarterly pledge reminders. This is a great way 
to spread your support throughout the year.

EMPLOYEE MATCHING: Many employers offer match-
ing contributions and yours may by an option. You can increase 
your gift to the Fund through this simple process and make 
your company look good at the same time. 

CONTRIBUTE STOCKS, BONDS or even PROPERTY: 
Avoid capital gains taxes by donating appreciated stock or 
stocks that do not meet your social-investment criteria. FSC 
will put them to immediate good use. 

LIFE INSURANCE: Name the fund a sole or partial benefi-
ciary of your life insurance policy. You will be helping sustain a 
better life for communities in the Southeast. 

VOLUNTEER: People power is where it’s at. Come on over 
and help us out! 

CREATE A TRUST: Talk to your financial advisor about the 
different ways to lessen your or your heirs’ tax liabilities while 
assisting the Fund by creating a special trust. 

MAKE A TARGETED DONATION: Do you have specific 
interests? FSC has several focused funds: Southern Outlook 
Fund, Modjeska Simkins Memorial Fund, Emergency Fund 
and Triangle Grassroots, etc, for which you can earmark your 
gift.

HONOR SOMEONE WITH A DONATION: Make a 
contribution in the name of a loved one’s birthday, anniversary 
or memorial with a one-time donation or set up a special fund 
in honor, tribute or in memory of someone special to you. 

SPONSOR A HOUSE PARTY: Introduce your family, 
friends, neighbors, colleagues and religious peers to the Fund 
for Southern Communities. We can help you throw a great 
Soiree!

SET UP A DONOR ADVISED ACCOUNT: You can de-
termine who gets funded through your personal account while 
FSC manages your money for you. 

DONATE IN-KIND SERVICES: Everyone has invaluable 
talents and offerings, and FSC has some great opportunities 
for you.

BEQUESTS: When making out your will or codicil, please 
remember the Fund for Southern Communities. We would like 
to start an endowment to ensure that we’re here way into the 
next century. Help the FSC community, which will outlive all 
of us, in its continued struggle for justice and to ensure that our 
commitment is realized once we are gone. Let’s think of this 
like a time-capsule where our spirit and energy is captured and 
carried forth for years to come. 

Every Dollar Counts!

The Fund for Southern Communities office has received the fall general grant proposals, all of which came from small, grassroots 
organizations seeking funding for the crucial work in their communities. We can only award funding that we have in our coffers, 

so we ask that you be as generous as you can and make a donation to the Fund in order to support social change work in our region. 
You can make your gift today by going to www.fundforsouth.org or by filling out the enclosed envelope and returning it along with 
your contribution to the FSC office located at 315 W. Ponce de Leon Ave, Suite 1061, Decatur, GA 30030. 

There are several ways in which you can support the Fund for Southern Communities – we ask you to take a look at all your options 
and choose the one or more that work for you. Each gift makes a difference, and, again, we encourage you to make a donation today!

Planned gifts provide the resources that preserve our future. “Planned giving” is a term used in the nonprofit world that refers 
to a donor making a gift from their accumulated assets. This type of giving is often written into a donor’s will and includes 
many different options, such as cash bequests, gifts of life insurance or retirement policies, real estate or other assets. Planned 
gifts can provide extraordinary opportunities for the Fund for Southern Communities while helping you to save taxes, increase 
your income and pass more on to your heirs. If you would like to learn more about our planned giving campaign and how you 
can join, call our office at 404-371-8404. 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

Triangle Soiree 2 Reminds Us What We’re All About

The June 25th Triangle Soiree 2, held at the Center for Docu-
mentary Studies in Durham, NC, celebrated the rich history 

between the Fund and the Triangle area and honored in memo-
riam two local heroes, Mama Nayo Watkins and the Honorable 
Joe Herzenberg. FSC grantee SpiritHouse assembled an incred-
ible performance to capture the spirit of these leaders. 

Past grantees shared how deeply the Fund impacted their work 
during the “Voices from the Field” segment. The Soiree attracted 

a number of new friends and supporters, raised funds and allowed 
for meaningful relationship-building between FSC and individu-
als in the Triangle area. We’d like to publicly thank the Planning 
Committee as well as our generous sponsors – Anonymous, the 
Fenwick Foundation, Calvin Allen, Southern Rural Development 
Initiative, Next Generation of African American Philanthropists 
(NGAAP), W. Jefferson Holt, the Funding Exchange, Nancy and 
Doug Henderson-James and Giles Blunden. We couldn’t have 
done it without you! 

Alexis Gumbs during the SpiritHouse performance at the Triangle Soiree 2

Funding Exchange Member Funds  www.FEX.org 
Appalachian Community Fund   www.appalachiancommunityfund.org
Bread and Roses Community Fund  www.breadrosesfund.org
Chinook Fund    www.chinookfund.org
Crossroads Fund    www.crossroadsfund.org
Fund for Santa Barbara   www.fundforsantabarbara.org 
Fund for Southern Communities  www.fundforsouth.org 
Haymarket People’s Fund   www.haymarket.org 
Headwaters Foundation for Justice  www.headwatersfund.org 
Liberty Hill Foundation   www.libertyhill.org 
McKenzie River Gathering Foundation  www.mrgfoundation.org 
North Star Fund    www.northstarfund.org 
Foundation for Change   www.foundation4change.org 
The Hawaii People’s Fund   www.hawaiipeoplesfund.org 
Three Rivers Community Foundation www.trcf.net 
Wisconsin Community Fund  www.wcfund.org 

Funding Exchange (FEX)

FEX is a network of 15 public grant-
making foundations located through-

out the United States, with a national 
office in New York City. Vital to FSC 

since our very founding, the 
Funding Exchange member 
funds support each other 
and provide funding to some 

of the best organizing around the country. 

FEX is supported by individuals with a 
commitment to funding “Change, Not 
Charity ”. For more information visit 
www.fex.org or call (212) 529-5300.



___________________ 
v 

___________________
Fund for Southern Communities 2008 Annual Report

FSC Now Seeking Volunteers

FSC’s volunteer opportunities are designed to help build the capacity of the or-
ganization. Your commitment to FSC will also help raise awareness about FSC 

and contribute to the overall success of the organization. The volunteer program 
offers the opportunity to learn about FSC’s goals, objectives and programs as well as 
the social justice and philanthropic communities. If you are interested in volunteer-
ing in any of the following areas, please contact our staff at (404) 371-8404!

In the true spirit of the Torchbearer Award, Dr. Maya Angelou has taken a lead-
ership position in promoting justice in a world that was not always welcoming 

the message. She was willing to hold high the flame to 
shine the light for others to follow. The Fund for Southern 
Communities honored Dr. Maya Angelou for stepping up 
to carry the torch and shine that light of freedom on Feb-
ruary 16, 2008 at the Sweet Honey In The Rock® concert 
in Atlanta, GA. 

Dr. Angelou worked alongside her good friends and 
fellow activists Malcolm X, the Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and James Baldwin. Her first novel, I 
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, was published in 1970 to 
widespread critical acclaim and popular success. She has 

been recognized by Presidents Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, 
Bill Clinton and George W. Bush. Other recognition includes being nominated for 
a Pulitzer Prize, an Emmy, a Tony and three Grammy’s for spoken word albums. 

Save the Date!

Winter 2008
Triad Convening
Greensboro, NC 

17th annual 
SWEET HONEY IN THE ROCK 

BENEFIT CONCERT
April 18, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  

Glenn Memorial 
United Methodist Church

Atlanta, Georgia
On the campus of Emory University
Tickets available at 404-371-8404, 

tickets@fundforsouth.org or
www.fundforsouth.org  

Tickets can also be purchased 
at the following Atlanta bookstores 

starting in December 2008:
Charis Books & More 

(404) 524-0304
Outwrite Books and Coffee House 

(404) 607-0082
Shrine of the Black Madonna Book Store 

(404) 752-6125  

Tickets are $30.00 general admission.  
Tickets to Sweet Honey make great

gifts! Sponsorship level tickets 
are also available.

May 2009
Modjeska Simkins 
Memorial Event

Columbia, SC 

June 10, 2009
Triangle Soiree 3

Durham, NC

2008 Torchbearer Dr. Maya Angelou

Dr. Maya Angelou

Photos on front cover (clockwise from top left): Voices For Justice, Sopo Bicycle Cooperative, Pee Dee Indian Nation of Upper South 
Carolina, Hispanic Health Coalition of Georgia, Georgia Latino Alliance for Human Rights, Alliance for Full Acceptance, SpiritHouse, 
Georgia Tribe of Eastern Cherokee Indians.

“We who believe in freedom cannot rest until it comes.”
 from “Ella’s Song”, lyrics and music by Dr. Bernice Johnson Reagan 

For well over 30 years, the all-female, African American a cappella ensemble, 
Sweet Honey In The RockR, has been captivating audiences across the world 

with their socially conscious music in celebration of art, culture, peace, resistance, 
justice and love. More than just entertaining audiences, Sweet Honey In The Rock 
truly inspires their fans. When the Fund for Southern Communities and Sweet 
Honey paired up with Spelman College in 1992 to host a benefit concert for the 
Fund, they launched a meaningful partnership.

FSC would like to thank 2008 Sweet Honey supporters: Coca-Cola Company, 
Georgia Power: A Southern Company, Spelman College, Kroger, AT&T, Dallas 
Austin Foundation, AirTran Airways, Shrine of the Black Madonna Bookstore, 
Outwrite Coffee and Books, Chairs Books and More, Angela Robinson, all of our 
silent auction donors, WSB-TV, Vivian Maiden, Zelda Grant, Richard Ducree and 
all of FSC’s individual sponsors, donors and amazing volunteers who made the 16th 
annual benefit concert a huge success. 

If you haven’t had the chance to make it to Atlanta for this exciting, velvety-voiced 
and thought-provoking experience, you should try to make it on April 18, 2008. It is 
definitely worth the travel!

16th Annual Sweet Honey In The Rock Concert

Volunteer Opportunities

• Serve on Grants Review Committee 
• Assist with grant writing
• Design invitations, flyers, posters, programs 
   and other marketing materials
• Participate in fundraising events
• Maintain financial records
• Help with basic office duties F
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FSC Now Seeking Volunteers

FSC’s volunteer opportunities are designed to help build the capacity of the or-
ganization. Your commitment to FSC will also help raise awareness about FSC 

and contribute to the overall success of the organization. The volunteer program 
offers the opportunity to learn about FSC’s goals, objectives and programs as well as 
the social justice and philanthropic communities. If you are interested in volunteer-
ing in any of the following areas, please contact our staff at (404) 371-8404!

In the true spirit of the Torchbearer Award, Dr. Maya Angelou has taken a lead-
ership position in promoting justice in a world that was not always welcoming 

the message. She was willing to hold high the flame to 
shine the light for others to follow. The Fund for Southern 
Communities honored Dr. Maya Angelou for stepping up 
to carry the torch and shine that light of freedom on Feb-
ruary 16, 2008 at the Sweet Honey In The Rock® concert 
in Atlanta, GA. 

Dr. Angelou worked alongside her good friends and 
fellow activists Malcolm X, the Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and James Baldwin. Her first novel, I 
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, was published in 1970 to 
widespread critical acclaim and popular success. She has 

been recognized by Presidents Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, 
Bill Clinton and George W. Bush. Other recognition includes being nominated for 
a Pulitzer Prize, an Emmy, a Tony and three Grammy’s for spoken word albums. 

Save the Date!

Winter 2008
Triad Convening
Greensboro, NC 

17th annual 
SWEET HONEY IN THE ROCK 

BENEFIT CONCERT
April 18, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  

Glenn Memorial 
United Methodist Church

Atlanta, Georgia
On the campus of Emory University
Tickets available at 404-371-8404, 

tickets@fundforsouth.org or
www.fundforsouth.org  

Tickets can also be purchased 
at the following Atlanta bookstores 

starting in December 2008:
Charis Books & More 

(404) 524-0304
Outwrite Books and Coffee House 

(404) 607-0082
Shrine of the Black Madonna Book Store 

(404) 752-6125  

Tickets are $30.00 general admission.  
Tickets to Sweet Honey make great

gifts! Sponsorship level tickets 
are also available.

May 2009
Modjeska Simkins 
Memorial Event

Columbia, SC 

June 10, 2009
Triangle Soiree 3

Durham, NC

2008 Torchbearer Dr. Maya Angelou

Dr. Maya Angelou

Photos on front cover (clockwise from top left): Voices For Justice, Sopo Bicycle Cooperative, Pee Dee Indian Nation of Upper South 
Carolina, Hispanic Health Coalition of Georgia, Georgia Latino Alliance for Human Rights, Alliance for Full Acceptance, SpiritHouse, 
Georgia Tribe of Eastern Cherokee Indians.

“We who believe in freedom cannot rest until it comes.”
 from “Ella’s Song”, lyrics and music by Dr. Bernice Johnson Reagan 

For well over 30 years, the all-female, African American a cappella ensemble, 
Sweet Honey In The RockR, has been captivating audiences across the world 

with their socially conscious music in celebration of art, culture, peace, resistance, 
justice and love. More than just entertaining audiences, Sweet Honey In The Rock 
truly inspires their fans. When the Fund for Southern Communities and Sweet 
Honey paired up with Spelman College in 1992 to host a benefit concert for the 
Fund, they launched a meaningful partnership.

FSC would like to thank 2008 Sweet Honey supporters: Coca-Cola Company, 
Georgia Power: A Southern Company, Spelman College, Kroger, AT&T, Dallas 
Austin Foundation, AirTran Airways, Shrine of the Black Madonna Bookstore, 
Outwrite Coffee and Books, Chairs Books and More, Angela Robinson, all of our 
silent auction donors, WSB-TV, Vivian Maiden, Zelda Grant, Richard Ducree and 
all of FSC’s individual sponsors, donors and amazing volunteers who made the 16th 
annual benefit concert a huge success. 

If you haven’t had the chance to make it to Atlanta for this exciting, velvety-voiced 
and thought-provoking experience, you should try to make it on April 18, 2008. It is 
definitely worth the travel!

16th Annual Sweet Honey In The Rock Concert

Volunteer Opportunities

• Serve on Grants Review Committee 
• Assist with grant writing
• Design invitations, flyers, posters, programs 
   and other marketing materials
• Participate in fundraising events
• Maintain financial records
• Help with basic office duties F
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Fund for Southern 
Communities

The Fund for Southern 
Communities (FSC/
“the Fund”) is a public 
foundation that supports 
and unites organizations 
and donors working to 
create just and 
sustainable communities 
that are free of 
oppression and that 
embrace and celebrate 
all people.  Through 
grantmaking and related 
activities, the Fund 
fosters social change 
initiated by community-
based groups in Georgia, 
North Carolina and 
South Carolina.
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